
WHEN RUCKER HILL BOUGHT his first home over a
decade ago, the first thing he did was walk in and throw a 
hammer through the wall. Then, he got to work building 
his vision from the ground up. 

Where the average person might see a hopelessly dull and dated run-
down house, Hill sees a blank canvas—and that’s where the magic begins. 

“Before I start a project, I walk into the home and can literally see how every-
thing should be in my mind,” Hill says. “I see walls melt away, spaces open up, 
and then I work to make sure that it becomes a space that’s going to feel right to 
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A local couple envisions inside-and-out 
makeovers that turn funky old homes into 
artful modern spaces.  BY RHEA MAZE



S PR I NG 2 016  / F T C OL L I N S M AG .C OM   29

P
H

O
T

G
R

A
P

H
S

 B
Y

 K
A

T
IE

 J
E

N
K

IN
S

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 ;

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 R
U

C
K

E
R

 D
E

S
IG

N
 B

U
IL

D

The original concrete brick fireplace 
was shabby looking and closed o
 
the kitchen. Hill gutted it in order 
to create more space and increase 
access to the home’s entry points. 
He hid its ugly seams with beetle kill 
pine panels and sanded down the 
concrete to a modern, smooth fin-
ish. “I love the beauty of a fireplace,” 
Hill says. “It’s a gathering point and 
a place for community—it brings 
warmth to a home.”  

{  Home &  Garden }
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